
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE RIGHT TO FARM 

TOWN OF WESTERLO 
 

 WHEREAS, the New York State Right to Farm Act, which was enacted in 1982, 

provides eligible, responsible Farmers with protection from restrictive local government 

ordinances, as well as public and private nuisance actions, and provides increased protection to 

those Farmers who operate in accordance with sound agricultural practices that have been 

adopted by the Commissioner of the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets; 

and  

 WHEREAS, the Albany County Right to Farm Law, which was enacted in 2007, 

recognizes that small and large farms are an integral component of the County’s economic base; 

productive agricultural soil is an irreplaceable asset; and agriculture contributes to the economic 

diversity, environmental quality and overall quality of life in Albany County, and  

 WHEREAS, the Albany County Legislature declared that it is the policy of Albany 

County to promote effective communication between farm and non-farm neighbors resulting in a 

shared understanding of the value of the agricultural enterprises to Albany County and the 

necessary day-to-day operations involved in farming, and  

 WHEREAS, it is the general purpose of the Albany County Right to Farm Law to 

maintain and preserve the agricultural traditions of Albany County; to permit the continuation of 

sound agricultural practices necessary for the operation of farms; to encourage the initiation and 

expansion of farms and agribusinesses where it is compatible with existing land use regulations; 

and to promote effective and efficient means to resolve disputes which may arise concerning 

agricultural practices and farm operations, and  

 WHEREAS, this Town Board acknowledges and recognizes that Farmers, and the 

practice of farming, or agricultural practices, is an important and integral part of the history of 

the Town of Westerlo, as well as its future, and  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board hereby acknowledges and insures that Farmers, and those 

employed, retained, or otherwise authorized to act on behalf of Farmers, may lawfully engage in 

agricultural practices within this town at all times and at all such locations as are reasonable and 

necessary to conduct the business of agriculture, and  

 WHEREAS, for any agricultural practice, in determining the reasonableness of the time, 

place, and methodology of such practice, due weight and consideration shall be given to both 

traditional customs and procedures in the farming industry as well as to advances resulting from 

increased knowledge and improved technologies and whether the practice is reasonable and 

necessary, conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural practices and not a 

threat to public health, and 

 WHEREAS, Agricultural practices conducted on farmland shall not be found to be a 

public or private nuisance if such agricultural practices are 1. Reasonable and necessary to the 

particular farm or farm operation; 2. Conducted in a manner which is not negligent or reckless; 3. 



Conducted in conformity with generally accepted and sound agricultural practices; 4. Conducted 

in conformity with all local, state, and federal laws and regulations; 5. Conducted in a manner 

which does not constitute a threat to public health and safety or cause injury to health or safety of 

any person; and 6. Conducted in a manner which does not obstruct the free passage or use of 

navigable waters or public roadways, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of 

Westerlo does hereby acknowledge and support the New York State Right to Farm Act of 1982, 

and the Albany County Right to Farm Law of 2007 in their entirety, and recognizes that Farmers 

within our town, county and state are directly responsible for feeding and building our great 

nation over the last 250 years; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Westerlo does 

hereby wholeheartedly support and defend Farmers and the practice of farming within the Town 

of Westerlo, and we humbly and gratefully “Salute All Farmers” engaged in the noble practice of 

farming throughout the Town of Westerlo - Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.       

 

 


